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even an autonomous Riff state? I do not think so.
Beginning with autocracy—Abd-el-Kmn himself was
under no delusions on this point, realizing as he did the
necessity for strong personal rule—it would have ended
with anarchy Only a common cause against the
Christians could have made the Riffis unite sufficiently
to follow one leader, and already some of the tribes
were beginning to grumble at the domination of the
Beni Uriaghel They had fought enough; their losses
had been appalling, and the fall of Ajdur, the capital,
had in spite of the cajoleries of Abd-el-Krim brought
home even to the most ignorant Riffi the danger of the
position.
At last, by April 1926 all the parties concerned were
ready to make efforts in search of peace, though, as it
appeared at the time, there was little real hope of
success The French, who only wished to make their
frontiers secure and see Kran removed, would have
been only too pleased to attain these ends without
further military action. French opinion supported the
politicians in this view, for though small colonial wars
did not interest the people very much, it became quite
another matter when French troops were engaged and
suffering losses The Spaniards, on the other hand,
thought the war had to be fought out until Abd-el-
Krim was defeated and captured: and since the whole
of the Riff and nearly all the Jibala formed part of their
zone, this is not surprising, especially as General San-
jurjo made no secret of the fact that in his opinion
strong attacks from Ajdir and Melilla would bring about
the complete collapse of the enemy front However,
the pacifist view prevailed, and an armistice was
arranged, but thanks to the French military advisers
whose ideas on these matters are often so much more

